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Author's Forward


Palermo is a city in Southern Italy, and it's the capital of Sicily. Some Sicilian immigrants to America took Palermo as a surname.
During the Middle Ages, Saint Nympha was one of the four patron saints of Palermo, and her feast day was November tenth. Little is known of Nympha, but one tradition is that she was a virgin martyr who died in the fourth century.
Our little Nympha is much more fortunate, growing up in a middle class Italian-American family, but she does have many of the problems that school girls face, some exacerbated by her ethnic family.
Nympha Palermo is a fictitious character, as are her family and friends.  Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental. According to the US Social Security Administration lists of names, Nympha has been a rarely used girl’s name in the United States for the past 140 years.  It's unlikely that your name is Nympha, and probably more unlikely that your name is Nympha Palermo; so, if it is, our congratulations!
Note that some of these cartoons might be appropriate only for children 15 years of age or older; so, parental guidance is advised.  There’s mild sexual content, some fat-shaming (especially with the aptly-named Aunt Blimpa), and adult use of alcohol, tobacco products and marijuana.  However, children are not as innocent as their parents think they are, since they are strongly influenced by their school classmates.
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Gemma Grimaldi is the pseudonym for the author of Nympha Palermo. Since the primary message of these cartoons is the text, the drawings are done in a minimalist style. Hopefully, the content is enough to generate an occasional laugh, especially among Italian-Americans.
As for source material, I've got plenty! I grew up in a middle class Italian-American family, living first in an Italian neighborhood, and later in the suburbs. There was quite a collection of characters in my broad base of relatives, in-laws, neighbors, and friends, so these comics essentially write themselves!
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halloween.png
Nympha Palermo (©2023

Now that I’m

Halloween
] . older, I’m not
is finally .
that excited
here!

about Halloween.

/

Shay says that
he’s more
excited now
than when he
was younger.

\

Why’s
that?

He says that it’s the one
day of the year that he
candress—-up as a girl,

with lipstick and makeup,

and nobody thinks that it’s

strange.
// g
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Nympha Palermo

Nympha, did
you hear that
band practice
was canceled.

(©2024

That’s
unusual.
Why?

Too many of the
students went
home sick.

It turns out that the
sugar—-free band candy
they were selling
has a laxative effect.
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Good for him!
But, why did
it take so

My father is
finallyona

low-fat diet.
long for him

to start?

He thought he
had areligious
exemption to
eat fat.

Religious
exemption?
What do
you mean?

The sound system at our
church is really bad.
A1l these years he thought
he was hearing, "Blessed
be the lard."
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Nympha Palermo

Nympha, did you
ever have a
nightmare

that you were
naked in school?

(©2022

No, but
I read
that it’s

What’s different is the
nightmare that Sissy Cahill
had last week.

She dreamed that
she was fully clothed
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For Christmas Eve,
my mother is cooking
our traditional
Feast of the Eight Fishes.

Nympha,
isn’t it the
Feast of the

Seven Fishes?

Well,
my father
really likes
to celebrate
the holiday.

Mom calls it eight fishes
since Dad drinks like a fish.
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Nympha Palermo

Father Tony
got in
trouble with
the bishop.

©2018

I hope
it’s not
what I
think!

No! Nothing like that!
The church needed a new
roof, and Father Tony was
having a hard time raising
money to have it done.

He tried to make money
by selling indulgences
on the Internet.
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Nympha Palermo (©2017

My Aunt Vinny

and Uncle Sal

visited last
weekend.

They always bring
me a gift, but now
they have trouble
deciding whether
I’mstill alittle
girl, or a woman.

So, what
did they
bring

A "Little Mermaid"
lunch box with a
Victoria’s Secret
gift card inside.






art_film.png
Nympha Palermo

My brother saw
an art film
last weekend.

s

cultured!

Not really. He heard that
there’s alot of nudity
in art films, but he was

disappointed by the film’s

quality.

Was it badly
dubbed?

No. His problem was that
the quality was too high.
There was too much plot
and very few boobies.
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